Consumers are demanding plant-based alternative protein sources to complement traditional animal-based protein sources to fulfill their dietary protein requirements. KALGAE™, a dried algal biomass derived from Klebsormidium flaccidum var. ZIVO, is a potential source of plant-based protein that has been evaluated for safety to support its use as a food ingredient. There were no treatment-related adverse effects observed in the 14-day palatability/toxicity or 90-day dietary toxicity study in CRL Sprague-Dawley CD ® IGS rats. In the 90-day study, KALGAE™ was administered to rats in the diet at 0, 37,500, 75,000, or 150,000 ppm. No adverse effects were attributed to the test substance for the following parameters: body weight, body weight gain, mean food consumption and efficiency, hematology, clinical chemistry, urinalysis, gross pathology, histopathology, or organ weights. Although some statistically significant effects were recorded, the effects were not considered to be of toxicological relevance. A No Observable Adverse Effect Level (NOAEL) of 150,000 ppm, equivalent to dietary intakes of 7895.2 (male) and 9708.09 (female) mg KALGAE™/kg body weight/day in rats was established. KALGAE™ was non-mutagenic in the in vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay at concentrations up to 5000 μg/ plate (with or without S9 metabolic activation), nor was KALGAE™ genotoxic in the in vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test in Swiss albino (ICR) mice. These results support the safe use of KALGAE™ as an ingredient in foods.
Introduction
Consumer demand for alternative protein choices continues to increase, with plant-based protein options reducing the more traditional animal-based protein sources in the diet, such as whey, meat, dairy, and eggs. Consumers perceive plant-based protein alternatives as nutritious, healthy, and sustainable food choices that allow consumers to meet daily nutritional requirements.
Over recent years, alternative protein sources have made their way onto grocery market shelves [1] . ZIVO Biosciences, Inc. (Keego Harbor, MI) (hereinafter referred to as "ZIVO") has harvested and optimized a strain of green freshwater microalgae derived from Klebsormidium flaccidum, which has since been named K. flaccidum var. ZIVO. K. flaccidum var. ZIVO is sustainably harvested and is a potential source of nutrients with substantial amounts of protein, vitamin K 1 , niacin, and polyphenols. The microalgae are in constant cultivation in open-air, partially open-air, and green-house covered raceway ponds. When ready for harvest, the microalgae are removed from the ponds and the medium is separated into biomass and supernatant. Subsequently, the biomass is rinsed with potable water, dried, and stored in polyethylene, food-safe bags inside of rigid fiber drums at ambient temperature. The dried algal biomass derived from K. flaccidum var. ZIVO has been named KALGAE™. Unlike other sources of microalgae that may have an undesirable taste or odor, KALGAE™ is tasteless and nearly odorless, therefore obviating the need for masking agents and contributing to its versatility as a plant-based protein source. ZIVO intends for KALGAE™ to be used as a source of protein and nutrients in food bars; vegetarian soups, stews, and chili; nutritional drinks; nutritional drink mixes; smoothies and juices; snack foods; dried vegetable protein mixtures; powdered, leaf, and bottled teas; and as a condiment in salads and pastas.
To evaluate the safety of KALGAE™ as an ingredient in foods, a 14-day palatability/toxicity study and a 90-day dietary toxicity study were conducted in rats. Also, the genotoxic potential of KALGAE™ was assessed in an in vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay and an in vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test.
In vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test
KALGAE™ was supplied by ZIVO Biosciences Inc. (Keego Harbor, MI) (batch #: ZB-037; PSL Reference Number 170206-1D). The Harlan Teklad Global 16% Protein Rodent Diet ® #2016 was supplied by Envigo
Teklad Laboratories (East Millstone, NJ) and KALGAE™ was added to the feed.
Chemicals and materials
For the 14-day palatability/toxicity study and the 90-day dietary toxicity study, filtered tap water was supplied to the animals ad libitum. Analyses of water are conducted and recorded on a regular basis (Precision Analytical Services, Inc., Toms River, NJ and South Brunswick Municipal Water Supply, South Brunswick, NJ). The potential for known contaminants in the food or water was minimal and therefore unlikely to impact the outcomes of the studies.
For the bacterial reverse mutation assay, the S9 liver fraction, sourced from male Sprague-Dawley rats induced with phenobarbital and benzoflavone, was purchased from Molecular Toxicology, Inc. (Boone, NC). The positive controls (i.e., sodium azide (NaN 3 ), ICR 191 acridine, daunomycin, methyl methanesulfonate (MMS), 2-aminoanthracene (2-AA)), overlay agar (which included biotin, histidine, and tryptophan), and minimal glucose agar plates were obtained from Molecular Toxicology, Inc.
For the in vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test, the positive control substance, cyclophosphamide monohydrate (batch #: MKBX1822 V; PSL Reference Number 160816-11 H), was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, MO). Corncob-based bedding (bed-o'-cobs Rochester, NY) was used to process the blood samples. Analyses of the food and water were conducted and recorded on a regular basis and the potential for known contaminants in the food or water was minimal and therefore unlikely to impact the outcomes of the studies.
Animals and organisms
The 14-day palatability/toxicity study was performed at Product Safety Labs (PSL) (Dayton, NJ). CRL Sprague-Dawley CD ® IGS rats (male and female) were purchased from Charles River Laboratories, Inc.
(Raleigh, NC). The rats were young adults (approximately 7 weeks of age) with males weighing 192-248 g and females (nulliparous and nonpregnant) weighing 159-194 g at the start of the experiment. Only healthy rats without clinical signs of disease or injury and having adequate body weight gain and body weight ( ± 20% of the mean) were included in the study. Animals were randomly assigned to cages/ groups, stratified by body weight, on the day the study began. Individual animals were housed in suspended stainless steel cages with sizes in compliance with National Research Council [4] guidelines and litter paper was located below the cages, which was replaced a minimum of three times per week. A cage card was added to each cage, which indicated at minimum the study number, dose level, group assignment, individual animal identification (i.e., sequential number plus a unique Monel ® stainless steel ear tag), and sex of the animal. The room in which the animals were housed maintained a temperature of 19-22°C with 48-59% relative humidity and a 12-h light/dark cycle. The animals were acclimated to the housing conditions for five days prior to study initiation. The control and treatment diets (Research Diets, Inc., New Brunswick, NJ) and filtered tap water were supplied to the animals ad libitum throughout the study. The 90-day dietary toxicity study was performed at PSL. CRL Sprague-Dawley CD ® IGS rats (male and female) were purchased from Charles River Laboratories, Inc. (Raleigh, NC). The rats were young adults (7-8 weeks of age) with males weighing 202-243 g and females (nulliparous and non-pregnant) weighing 156-183 g at the start of the experiment. Prior to study initiation, three sentinel rats were tested for common rat pathogens and the results were negative, therefore the study animals were considered to be healthy and reasonably free of common rat pathogens. Only rats free of clinical signs of disease or injury and having a body weight ± 20% of the mean were selected for the study. Animals were randomly distributed to cages/groups, stratified by body weight, on the day the study began. Animals were housed individually in suspended stainless steel cages with sizes in compliance with National Research Council [4] guidelines and litter paper was located below the cages and replaced a minimum of three times per week. A cage card was added to each cage, which indicated at minimum the study number, dose level, group assignment, individual animal identification (i.e., sequential number plus a unique Monel ® stainless steel ear tag), and sex of the animal. The room in which the animals were housed maintained a temperature of 19-23°C with 38-72% relative humidity and a 12-h light/dark cycle. The humidity reached 72% on two days of the study, and a portable dehumidifier was used to reduce the humidity. The animals were acclimated to the housing conditions for six days prior to study initiation. The control and treatment diets (Research Diets, Inc.) and filtered tap water were supplied to the animals ad libitum throughout the study. For the in vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay performed at PSL, Salmonella typhimurium (TA1535, TA1537, TA98, and TA100) and Escherichia coli WP2 uvrA were purchased from Molecular Toxicology, Inc.
For the in vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test performed at PSL, Swiss albino (ICR) mice were purchased from Envigo Laboratories, Inc. (Frederick, MD). The mice were young adults (7-8 weeks of age) with males weighing 31-39 g and females (nulliparous and non-pregnant) weighing 23-29 g at the start of the experiment. Animals were indiscriminately allocated to cages/groups as such there were no statistically significant differences in group body weights within a sex, and the animals were selected for the study on the basis that they were without clinical signs of disease or injury with a body weight ± 20% of the mean body weight within a sex. Animals were housed in groups in solid bottom cages with sizes in compliance with National Research Council [4] guidelines and corncob-based bedding (Envigo Laboratories, Inc., Madison, WI). A cage card including the study number, dose level, group assignment, individual animal identifications (i.e., a sequential number plus a unique marker (e.g., ear tag or color marking)), and sex of the animals. The room in which the animals were housed maintained a temperature of 19-23°C with 45-56% relative humidity and a 12-h light/dark cycle. There were 13 room air changes per hour throughout the duration of the study and airflow measurements were evaluated and recorded regularly. The animals were acclimated to the housing conditions for a period of five days prior to study initiation. Food (Harlan Teklad Global 16% Protein Rodent Diet ® #2016; Envigo Teklad Laboratories) and filtered tap water were supplied to the animals ad libitum.
Guidelines
Each study was conducted in compliance with the applicable OECD guideline [5] [6] [7] [8] .
Experimental design

14-day palatability/toxicity study
Male and female CRL Sprague-Dawley CD ® IGS rats were administered KALGAE™ for a minimum of 14 days to evaluate the palatability and potential toxicity of KALGAE™. The animals were randomly assigned to receive either the basal (control) diet (N = 5 animals/sex) or one of three treatment diets (N = 5 animals/sex/dose) containing 50,000 ppm, 100,000 ppm, or 200,000 ppm KALGAE™. KALGAE™ was administered in the diet, because it is the proposed route of human exposure and recommended by OECD Guideline 407. The control and treatment diets (Research Diets, Inc.) and filtered tap water were supplied to the animals ad libitum throughout the study. At least twice daily, the animals were observed for mortality, and cage-side observations were performed daily. A detailed clinical observation was conducted and recorded on Day 0 and weekly throughout the study. Individual body weights were measured and recorded at least twice during acclimation, on Day 0 (prior to study start), and throughout the study (Days 3, 7, 10, and 14). Body weight gain was determined for the selected intervals and the study overall. Individual food consumption and food efficiency were measured and recorded in parallel with body weight measurements, and the dietary intake of KALGAE™ was calculated. At the conclusion of the study, all surviving animals were euthanized by carbon dioxide asphyxiation and subjected to gross necropsy. All gross lesions were recorded. Animals were not fasted prior to necropsy.
90-day dietary toxicity study
Male and female CRL Sprague-Dawley CD ® IGS rats were administered KALGAE™ for a minimum of 90 days to evaluate the potential toxicity of KALGAE™. Based on the results of the 14-day palatability/ toxicity study and ingredient availability, animals were randomly assigned to receive either the control diet (Group 1; N = 10 animals/sex) or a treatment diet (N = 10 animals/sex/dose) containing 37,500 ppm (Group 2), 75,000 ppm (Group 3), or 150,000 ppm (Group 4) KALGAE™. KALGAE™ was administered in the diet because it is the proposed route of human exposure and recommended by OECD Guideline 408. The control and treatment diets (Research Diets, Inc.) as well as filtered tap water were provided to the animals ad libitum. Once during the acclimation period and prior to termination of the study (Day 79), all animals underwent an ophthalmologic evaluation by focal illumination, indirect ophthalmoscopy, and slit-lamp microscopy. Mydriatic eye drops were administered prior to the ophthalmoscopy and the eyes were examined in subdued light. At least twice daily animals were observed for mortality, and cage-side observations were performed daily. A detailed clinical observation was conducted on Day 0 and weekly throughout the study. Individual body weights were measured and recorded at least twice during acclimation, on Day 0, and weekly throughout the study (Days 7, 14, 21, 28, 35, 42, 49, 56, 63, 70, 77, 84, and 91). All surviving animals were weighed prior to sacrifice to allow for organ-to-body weight ratio calculations. Body weight gain was determined for the selected intervals and the study overall. Daily food consumption and food efficiency were measured and recorded for individual animals, and the dietary intake of KALGAE™ was calculated. Blood samples from all surviving animals were collected for clinical chemistry (Day 78), hematology (Day 78), and coagulation (Day 93). The animals were fasted overnight prior to sampling. The hematology and clinical chemistry blood samples were collected via sublingual bleeding under isoflurane anesthesia, and the blood samples for coagulation were collected via the inferior vena cava under isoflurane anesthesia at sacrifice. On Day 77, animals were placed in metabolism cages and were fasted for ≥15 h prior to urine collection on Day 78. From each surviving animal, urine was collected for urinalysis. All surviving animals were euthanized by exsanguination from the abdominal aorta under isoflurane anesthesia and subjected to gross necropsy. The following tissues were weighed (wet basis) and organ-tobody weights and organ-to-brain weights were recorded: adrenals (combined), kidneys (combined), testes (combined), brain, liver, thymus, epididymides (combined), ovaries with oviducts (combined), uterus, heart, and spleen. All organs and tissues from the surviving animals were preserved in 10% neutral buffered formalin for possible future histopathological examination, excluding the eyes, epididymides, optic nerve, and testes, which were preserved in modified Davidson's fixative then stored in ethanol. The preserved organs and tissues from the control (Group 1) and high-dose (Group 4) groups were included in the histological examination. Additionally, histological examination was conducted for all tissues and organs with macroscopic observations for all animals. Tissues for all decedent were also evaluated. A board-certified veterinary pathologist prepared the slides and conducted the histological assessment at Histo-Scientific Research Laboratories (HSRL) (Frederick, MD).
In vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay
An in vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay was conducted to evaluate the potential for KALGAE™ to induce gene mutations in bacteria. Amino-acid requiring strains of S. typhimurium and E. coli were used to detect point mutations involving substitution, addition, or deletion of one or more DNA base pairs via the ability to functionally reverse mutations. Reverse mutations result in revertant colonies of bacteria that have a restored capability to synthesize the essential amino acids histidine and tryptophan. The S9 liver fraction, sourced from male Sprague-Dawley rats, was used in the assay to convert any potential promutagens into active metabolites capable of damaging DNA.
Using the standard plate incorporation method, the potential mutagenicity of KALGAE™ with and without S9 metabolic activation was evaluated in S. typhimurium TA1535, TA1537, TA98, and TA100 and E. coli WP2 uvrA (Molecular Toxicology, Inc.) (Experiment I). The preincubation modification of the plate incorporation test method was utilized for the confirmatory test (Experiment II). Per OECD Guideline 471, the maximum concentration used in the experiments was 5000 μg/ plate. The standard plate incorporation method was conducted at concentrations of 0, 1.58, 5.0, 15.8, 50, 158, 500, 1580, or 5000 μg/ plate with and without S9 metabolic activation using sterile water for serial dilutions (control vehicle) (Experiment I). The pre-incubation test (Experiment II) was performed at concentrations of 0, 1.58, 5.0, 15.8, 50, 158, 500, 1580, or 5000 μg/plate. The bacterial suspension cultures in nutrient broth were in the late exponential phase of growth with approximately 1 × 10 9 bacteria/mL (100 μL/plate). The positive control substances in the absence of S9 metabolic activation included sodium azide (NaN 3 ) (S. typhimurium TA1535 and TA100), ICR 191 acridine (S. typhimurium TA1537), daunomycin (S. typhimurium TA98), methyl methanesulfonate (MMS) (E. coli WP2 uvrA), 2-aminoanthracene (2-AA) (S. typhimurium TA1535, TA1537, TA98, and TA100 and E. coli WP2 uvrA) (Molecular Toxicology, Inc.). All treatments were performed and evaluated in triplicate. For results to be considered positive and therefore indicative of mutagenic potential, the results had to show: (1) a substantial increase in revertant colony counts (i.e., a response mutation factor ≥2 for S. typhimurium TA98 and TA100 and E. coli WP2 uvrA and a response mutation factor ≥3 for S. typhimurium TA1535 and TA1537) with mean value(s) outside of the laboratory historical control range; and (2) the increase in mutations had to be dose related and/or reproducible (i.e., an increase must be obtained at more than one experimental point, in at least one strain, at more than one dose level, on more than one occasion, or with different methodologies). If the second criteria was not met, the results were reported as equivocal. If the test substance produced neither a concentration related increase in the number of revertant colonies nor a reproducible substantial increase in revertant colonies, then the test substance was considered to be non-mutagenic under the conditions of the study.
In vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test
A mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test was conducted using Swiss albino (ICR) mice (Envigo Laboratories, Inc., Frederick, MD) to evaluate the in vivo genotoxic potential of KALGAE™. If a chromosome or spindle apparatus in dividing erythroblasts in the bone marrow is damaged, acentric fragments or lagging chromosomes condense in the cytoplasm to form micronuclei. As erythrocytes mature, the main nucleus is expelled but micronuclei tend to remain behind. Newly formed or immature micronucleated erythrocytes migrate to peripheral blood where they are easy to identify and readily quantifiable. The micronucleated erythrocytes are not efficiently removed from the circulating blood in mice, making mouse peripheral blood suitable for analysis.
A preliminary test with a negative (vehicle) control and a test substance group (N = 3 animals/sex/group) was conducted to establish a maximum tolerated dose (MTD). A main test was then performed with three test groups (N = 5 animals/sex/group), a negative control group (N = 5 animals/sex), and a positive control group (N = 5 animals/sex). KALGAE™ and the negative (vehicle) and positive control substances were administered via oral gavage, because it is a common route of human exposure and required by OECD Guideline 474. Bias was controlled for through the use of general procedures associated with balanced design and conduct of the study.
From the preliminary test, a MTD of 2000 mg KALGAE™/kg bw/day (delivered at a constant volume of 20 mL/kg) was established, which was the highest dose tested as recommended per OECD Guidelines, as it did not cause mortality or bone marrow toxicity. These data were used to select the doses of 500, 1,000, or 2000 mg KALGAE™/kg bw/day (25, 50, or 100% of the MTD and Groups 2, 3, and 4, respectively) delivered at a constant volume of 20 mL/kg for the main test. A negative (vehicle) control (distilled water delivered at a constant volume of 20 mL/kg; Group 1) and positive control (40 mg/kg bw/day cyclophosphamide monohydrate delivered at a constant volume of 5 mL/kg; Group 5) were also included in the main test. The test substance and negative (vehicle) control were delivered at a constant volume of 20 mL/kg due to the limited solubility of the test substance and were delivered in divided doses, two gavage treatments/day. All treatments were prepared on the day of dosing and the dosing formulations were maintained at room temperature. The positive control substance was administered via gavage on Day 2 of the study only, whereas the test substance and negative (vehicle) control were administered via gavage on Day 1 and Day 2. A stainless steel ball-tipped gavage needle attached to a syringe was used for the gavage treatment. Dosing occurred at approximately the same time each day ± 2 h. At least twice per day animals were observed for mortality, and cage-side observations were performed and recorded daily during the study. The observations were conducted at intervals appropriate to assess the onset and termination of adverse effects, if any effects were observed. Approximately 30 min post-administration, the first observation was completed. Additional observations were also made and recorded during the first several hours post-administration on Day 1 for animals in the KALGAE™ treatment groups and negative (vehicle) control group. After the treatment period, animals were anesthetized with carbon dioxide (CO 2 ), and whole blood was collected via cardiac puncture and processed according to the instructions in the Litron (In vivo) Micronucleus Kit (Rochester, NY). Following anesthesia, the animals were euthanized by exsanguination and discarded. In order to deem the results positive, there must have been a statistically significant increase in micronucleated immature erythrocyte (MIE) values as compared to the negative (vehicle) control group. Flow cytometry procedures were conducted at Litron Laboratories (Rochester, NY), and bone marrow slides were read by a board-certified veterinary pathologist.
Statistical analysis
14-day palatability/toxicity study
Statistical analyses were performed by PSL on all data collected during the in-life phase of the study and on organ weight data, if applicable. Statistical significance was judged at the 5% level. Mean and standard deviations were calculated for all quantitative data, with male and female rats evaluated separately. The statistical analyses were conducted using Provantis ® version 9 by Instem LSS (Staffordshire, UK).
If required by the size of groups, data within groups were evaluated for homogeneity of variance and normality by Bartlett's test [9] . If Barlett's test supported homogeneous variances, a one-way ANOVA was used to compare the treatment and control groups. When the one-way ANOVA was significant, Dunnett's test was used to compare the control and treatment groups [10, 11] . If variances were considered significantly different by Bartlett's test, the non-parametric method (e.g., Kruskal--Wallis non-parametric analysis of variance) was applied [12] . If the non-parametric analysis was significant, the control and treatment groups were compared using Dunn's test [13] .
90-day dietary toxicity study
Statistical analyses were performed by PSL on all data collected during the in-life phase of the study and on organ weight data. The analysis of the clinical pathology results was conducted by DuPont Haskell Global Centers for Health and Environmental Sciences (Newark, DE) and provided to PSL. Statistical significance was judged at the 5% level. Mean and standard deviations were calculated for all quantitative data (in-life phase, organ weight, and clinical pathology parameters data), with male and female rats evaluated separately. The statistical analyses were conducted using Provantis ® version 9 by Instem LSS. For in-life data identified as multiple measurements of continuous data over time (e.g., body weight parameters, food consumption, and food efficiency), all test groups were compared using two-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), testing the effects of both time and treatment [14] . Significant interactions between treatment and time, as well as main effects, were further analyzed by a post hoc multiple comparisons (e.g., Dunnett's test). For organ weight data (absolute and relative), Bartlett's test was used to evaluate homogeneity of variances and normality within groups, when the groups were of sufficient size. When homogeneous variance and normal distribution were observed, a oneway ANOVA was used to compare the treatment and control groups. When the one-way ANOVA was significant, a multiple comparisons test was used to compare the control and treatment groups (e.g., Dunnett's test [10, 11] . If variances were significantly different, the control and treatment groups were evaluated using a non-parametric method (e.g., Kruskal-Wallis non-parametric analysis of variance). If the non-parametric analysis was significant, the control and treatment groups were compared using Dunn's test. For the clinical pathology data, Levene's test for homogeneity and Shapiro-Wilk test for normality were used. If the tests were not significant, a one-way ANOVA followed by Dunnett's test was used. If the tests were significant, transforms of the data (in the following order: log, square root, and rank-order) were used to achieve normality and variance homogeneity.
In vitro bacterial review mutation assay
Means and standard deviations were calculated for all quantitative data collected for the in vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay.
In vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test
For the in vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test, the proportions of immature erythrocytes among total erythrocytes and micronucleated erythrocytes were evaluated using ANOVA followed by Bonferroni-corrected multiple comparison test using PRISM Biostatistics, GraphPad Software (San Diego, CA).
Results
Dietary preparation and sampling
14-day palatability/toxicity study
The stability of KALGAE™ in the dietary matrix was analyzed after 10 days of storage and determined to be 104.4% of the nominal concentration of 50,000 ppm KALGAE™ and 103.8% of the nominal concentration of 200,000 ppm KALGAE™. KALGAE™ was considered to be homogenously distributed in the diet at all nominal concentrations. The relative standard deviation was 1.83 and 2.81% between the strata for nominal concentrations of 50,000 and 200,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively. The average percent of target concentrations on Day 0 were 104.5 and 104.8% of the target nominal concentrations of 50,000 and 200,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively.
90-day dietary toxicity study
Beta-carotene was utilized as a marker compound for the amount of KALGAE™ added to the diet. KALGAE™ (neat test substance) contained 98.1% of the target concentration of beta-carotene on Day 0 and 88.3% on Day 84. The overall stability of the neat test substance was determined to be 90% and considered to be within an acceptable margin of variation. The stability of KALGAE™ in the dietary matrix was analyzed after 4, 7, and 10 days of storage and determined to be 95.1, 96.3, and 97.9% on Day 4; 93.4, 93.6, and 94.2% on Day 7; and 79.1, 79.3, and 79.1% on Day 10 at nominal concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, and 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively. The stability of beta-carotene in KALGAE™ in the dietary matrix was 97.6, 96.9, and 97.5% over seven days at nominal concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, and 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively.
KALGAE™ was considered to be homogenously distributed in the diet at all nominal concentrations. On Day 0, the relative standard deviation was 5.62, 2.00, and 2.65% for nominal concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, and 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively. The average target concentration percentages in the samples were 95.8, 96.6, and 96.6% of the target nominal concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, and 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively.
The concentration of KALGAE™ was verified by analyzing betacarotene in KALGAE™ on Day 0, Day 42, and Day 84. The mean samples were 95.8, 96.6, and 96.6% on Day 0, 89.4, 93.3, and 93.0% on Day 42, and 82.0, 76.8, and 83.9% on Day 84 for nominal concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, and 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively.
Study results
14-day palatability/toxicity study
There were no mortalities or clinical observations attributable to KALGAE™ in male or female rats (data not shown). Mean weekly body weight, mean daily body weight gain, mean daily food consumption, and mean daily food efficiency were not impacted by dietary intakes of KALGAE™ in any treatment group in male or females rats (data not shown). There were no abnormal gross necropsy observations in any study animals. The mean overall daily intake of KALGAE™ was 4086.4, 8108.9, or 17,166.4 mg/kg bw/day for males and 3796.9, 8115.0, or 15,486.3 mg/kg bw/day for females when fed dietary concentrations of 50,000, 100,000, or 200,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively.
90-day dietary toxicity study
No mortality related to the administration of KALGAE™ was observed in male or female rats. One male rat in Group 3 was found dead on Day 56. The animal was observed to have dark feces prior to death. Necropsy showed gastrointestinal distention and dark red discoloration of the spleen and liver, but there were no microscopic findings. The cause of death could not be determined by histopathological evaluation, but due to the absence of toxicological effects in the other rats in the mid-(Group 3) and high-dose (Group 4) treatment groups, the death was not attributed to exposure to KALGAE™.
There were no clinical signs, detailed clinical observations, or changes in body weight or body weight gain in male and female rats attributed to exposure to KALGAE™. For males, the mean weekly body weight and mean daily body weight gain for animals in the treatment groups were not statistically significant (p > 0.05) from the control group (Fig. 1) . In females, the mean weekly body weight for animals in the treatment groups were not statistically significant (p > 0.05) from the control group (Fig. 1) . The mean daily body weight gain of females in all treatment groups was comparable to the control group, except for an incidental, statistically significant (p < 0.05) decrease in Group 2 females on Days 42-49. The mean food consumption was not statistically significantly different in males and females in the treatment groups as compared to controls. The mean food efficiency for males and females in the treatments groups was not statistically significantly different than the control group, with the exception of females in Group 2, which had an incidental statistically significant (p < 0.05) decrease in mean food efficiency on Days 42-49 as compared to the control group. The body weight and food consumption data were used to calculate the daily intake of KALGAE™. In male rats, the mean nominal overall daily intake (Days 0-91) was calculated to be 1872.9, 3795.8, or 7895.2 mg KALGAE™/kg bw/day when fed dietary concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, or 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively. In female rats, the mean nominal overall daily intake (Days 0-91) was calculated to be 2492.7, 4691.6, or 9708.09 mg KALGAE™/kg bw/day when fed dietary concentrations of 37,500, 75,000, or 150,000 ppm KALGAE™, respectively.
The ophthalmological examination (Day 79) identified one male rat in Group 4 with chorioretinal scarring and tapetal hyper-reflectivity in the left eye. The lesion was consistent with previous inflammation, likely due to vitreoretinal hemorrhage, which is common in young Sprague Dawley rats, therefore the effect was not attributed to exposure to KALGAE™.
There were no test-substance related effects observed in the hematology parameters assessed in male or female rats (Table 2 (male);  Table 3 (female)). On Day 78, Group 4 male rats had statistically significantly increased (p < 0.05) mean corpuscular hemoglobin (MCH) and decreased (p < 0.05) red cell distribution width (RDW). Females in the Group 3 and Group 4 also had statistically significantly decreased RDW (p < 0.05). Because the changes were not associated with histopathological changes or changes in red blood cell parameters and were within historical control range values for the PSL facility for this study period, the changes were not considered toxicologically significant. In the Group 2 and Group 4 male rats, there was a statistically significant (p < 0.05) decrease in absolute neutrophils (ANEU). This result was not considered to be toxicologically significant because total blood cell counts were unchanged, there were no accompanying histopathological effects or dose-response effect, and the ANEU result was within laboratory historical control range values.
The coagulation parameters assessed did not show any effects related to exposure to KALGAE™ in male or female rats (Table 2 (male);  Table 3 (female)). On Day 92, males in Group 2 and Group 4 had Fig. 1. Mean body weights of male (m) and female (f) rats consuming diets containing KALGAE™. Markers on graph represent mean weight of respective group; basal (control) diet (Group 1; N = 10 animals/sex) or one of three treatment diets (N = 10 animals/sex/dose) containing 37,500 ppm (Group 2), 75,000 ppm (Group 3), or 150,000 ppm (Group 4).
Table 2
Hematology and coagulation parameters in male rats. ABAS, absolute basophils; AEOS, absolute eosinophils; ALUC, absolute large unstained cells; ALYM, absolute lymphocytes; AMON, absolute monocytes; ANEU, absolute neutrophils; APTT, activated partial thromboplastin time; ARET, absolute reticulocytes; HCT, hematocrit; HGB, hemoglobin; MCH, mean corpuscular hemoglobin; MCHC, mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration; MCV, mean corpuscular volume; PLT, platelet count; ppm, parts per million; PT, prothrombin time; RBC, erythrocytes; RDW, red cell distribution width; WBC, total white blood cells; Mean ± SD shown; *p < 0.05 vs. Group 1 (control).
statistically significantly (p < 0.05) increased prothrombin time (PT), but the change was of small magnitude, within laboratory historical control range values, and not associated with histopathological or clinical signs. Therefore, the PT change was not considered to be toxicologically relevant or treatment-related. A coagulation sample was not collected from Animal No. 7003 due to the liver being damaged during blood collection. The clinical chemistry parameters did not indicate any effects related to exposure to KALGAE™ in male or female rats (Table 4 (male);  Table 5 (female)). On Day 78, statistically significant (p < 0.05) decreases in cholesterol, total serum protein, and globulin were noted in Group 4 male rats. The changes were within the laboratory historical control range values and not associated with histopathological changes, and therefore, were determined to not be of toxicological significance. Statistically significant (p < 0.05) decreases in alkaline phosphatase (ALKP) in Group 2 and Group 4 females were recorded but considered to not be of clinical relevance or toxicological significance. Statistically significant (p < 0.05) decreases in sorbitol dehydrogenase (SDH) in Group 2 males, serum alanine aminotransferase (ALT) in Group 2 females, and calcium in Group 3 females were non-dose dependent, within the laboratory's historical control range values, and interpreted to be within expected biological variation, and therefore not considered to be of toxicological relevance.
There were no changes related to the administration of KALGAE™ in the urinalysis parameter in male or female rats on Day 78 (Table 4 (male); Table 5 (female)). During the necropsy of male and female rats, no treatment-related lesions were identified. A fluid filled uterus was observed in three females in the control group (Group 1), one female in Group 2, one female in Group 3, and one female in Group 4. This finding was considered spontaneous and incidental and confirmed microscopically. The finding was also consistent with physiologic changes related to normal estrous cycling. In males, bilateral small testes and epididymides were found in one Group 2 male and one Group 3 male.
The finding was considered spontaneous and incidental and confirmed microscopically as spontaneous testes atrophy with epididymides aspermia. One male in the control group (Group 1) had a unilateral tan epididymis nodule, which was confirmed microscopically as a spontaneous sperm granuloma. One male in the control group had an enlarged spleen and an apparent discontinuity of the dorsal palate. Microscopically, the male rat had a missing tooth, with bone fragments and inflammation leading to a palate defect, along with increased extramedullary hematopoiesis in the spleen, which often occurs in response to an inflammatory process. These findings were considered spontaneous and incidental.
There were no microscopic observations related to the dietary exposure of KALGAE™ in male or female rats. All changes present were consistent in morphology, severity, and incidence with spontaneous changes in young adult Sprague-Dawley rats.
Absolute organ weights and organ-to-body/brain weight ratios did not support any toxicologically relevant effects related to the dietary exposure of KALGAE™ in male and female rats (Table 6 (male); Table 7 (female)). Statistically significant (p < 0.01-0.05) increases in absolute kidney weights for Group 3 and Group 4 males and kidney-to-brain weight ratios in Group 4 males were observed. In Group 4 female rats, absolute spleen weights, spleen-to-body weight ratios, and spleen-tobrain weight ratios were significantly (p < 0.01) decreased. An incidental statistically significant (p < 0.05) decrease in liver-to-body weight ratio was noted in Group 3 females. These changes were not considered to be of toxicological relevance in the absence of clinical and histopathological changes.
In vitro bacterial reverse mutation assay
There were no mutagenic effects observed in S. typhimurium TA1535, TA1537, TA98, or TA100 or E. coli WP2 uvrA with or without S9 metabolic activation using either the plate incorporation (Experiment I) or the pre-incubation method (Experiment II) (data not shown). Evidence of precipitation was noted in all bacterial strains ≥1580 μg/plate in Experiment I and II with and without S9 metabolic activation. At 5000 μg/plate, the precipitation impacted lawn evaluation for all strains; however, the precipitation did not obscure or impact revertant counts. A minimum of six dose levels without precipitation were evaluated, supporting the fact that mutagenicity was adequately assessed. There were no signs of contamination for any of the strains tested. The mean revertant colony counts observed for each strain treated with the vehicle fell near or inside of the anticipated range, when taking into consideration the laboratory historical control range and/or published values [15, 16] . With and without S9 metabolic activation, increases in revertant colony counts were observed in each phase when treated with the positive control substances, supporting the sensitivity of the test and the activity of the S9. All tests were considered valid. There were no deviations to the study protocol.
There were no substantial increases in revertant colony counts in S. typhimurium TA98, TA100, TA1535, or TA1537 or E. coli WP2 uvrA outside of the laboratory historical control range with or without S9 metabolic activation. Also, there were no dose-related increases in mutations with or without S9 metabolic activation. The mean control responses were (with-without S9 metabolic activation): TA1535 (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) , TA1537 (14-12), TA98 (29-30), TA100 (107-101), and E. coli WP2 uvrA (55-50). KALGAE™ did not produce a concentration-dependent increase in revertant colonies or a substantial reproducible increase in revertant colonies, therefore the test substance was considered to be non-mutagenic under the conditions of the study.
In vivo mammalian erythrocyte micronucleus test
In the preliminary test, no mortality was reported, animals appeared healthy and active throughout the study, and the body weights for animals in the treatment group versus the control group were not significantly different on Day 1. The percentage of immature erythrocytes for the MTD limit dose of KALGAE™ were comparable to the control values. In the main test, no mortality was reported. The body weights of the animals at the initiation of the study were all within ± 20% of the mean within a sex (data not shown). Superficial eschar was recorded in 3/5 males in Group 1 (negative (vehicle) control) and 1/5 males in Group 5 (positive control). All animals were active and healthy throughout the observation period. The positive control had a statistically significant decrease (p < 0.001-0.05) in the frequency of reticulocytes (%RET) (male), increase in the frequency of micronucleated normochromatic erythrocytes (%MN-NCE) (female), and increase in frequency of positive micronucleated reticulocytes (%MN-RET) (male and female) as compared to the negative (vehicle) control. In Groups 2, 3, and 4 which were administered KALGAE™, there were Table 4 Clinical chemistry and urinalysis parameters in male rats (78 days relative to start date).
no test substance-related changes in %RET, %MN-MCE, or %MN-RET in the blood of male or female mice, as compared to the negative (vehicle) control (data not shown). All tests were considered valid. There was one deviation to the study protocol as the animals were weighed on Day 4, which was not required per the study protocol. The weights obtained on Day 4 were not used in the interpretation of the study results and were deemed to have no impact on the animals, consequently the weighing of the animals on Day 4 was deemed to have no impact on the study. KALGAE™ did not induce micronucleus formation in the immature erythrocytes of mice in this study, therefore KALGAE™ was not considered to be genotoxic under the conditions of this study.
Discussion
No treatment-related adverse effects were observed when KALGAE™ was administered to male and female CRL Sprague-Dawley CD ® IGS rats in the diet for 14 days at 4086.4, 8108.9, or 17,166.4 mg/kg bw/day in males and 3796.9, 8115.0, or 15,486.3 mg/kg bw/day in females. Dietary administration of KALGAE™ to male and female CRL SpragueDawley CD ® IGS rats for 90 days did not result in any treatment-related effects, even at the highest dose tested. One male rat in Group 3 was found dead on Day 56. The animal was observed to have dark feces prior to death. Necropsy showed gastrointestinal distention and dark red discoloration of the spleen and liver, but there were no microscopic findings. The cause of death could not be determined by histopathological evaluation, but due to the absence of toxicological effects in the other rats in Group 3 and Group 4, the death was not attributed to KALGAE™. No mortality related to the administration of KALGAE™ was observed in male or female rats. There were no clinical signs, detailed clinical observations, or ophthalmological effects attributed to exposure to KALGAE™ in male or female rats. There were no changes in coagulation, clinical chemistry, urinalysis parameters, body weight, body weight gain, mean food consumption, or mean food efficiency in male and female rats attributable to the administration of KALGAE™. During the necropsy of male and female rats, no treatment-related lesions were identified. There were no microscopic observations attributed to the dietary exposure of KALGAE™ in male or female rats, as all changes present were consistent in morphology, severity, and incidence with spontaneous changes in young adult Sprague-Dawley rats.
There were no test-substance related effects observed in the hematology parameters assessed in male or female rats. The Group 4 male rats had statistically significantly increased MCH, and Group 4 males and Group 3 and 4 females had statistically significantly decreased RDW. According to the board-certified clinical pathologist, these changes in MCH and RDW were not considered to be adverse as they were not accompanied by changes in red blood cell (RBC) parameters (decreases in erythrocytes (RBC), hemoglobin (HGB), or hematocrit (HCT)) or histopathological correlates and the results were within PSL historical control range values [17] .
Anemia is characterized as a reduction in the amount of RBCs and/ or HGB present in circulating blood and classified morphologically or Table 6 Summary of mean terminal body and organ weights in male rats (92 days relative to start date).
etiologically [18] . For a morphological classification of anemia, which is driven by the size of RBCs and concentrations of HGB, changes in mean corpuscular volume (MCV), mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration (MCHC), and MCH can be informative [18] . When decreases in RBCs occur, changes in MCHC, MCV, and RDW have been used as supportive data in a "weight-of-evidence approach" to support a diagnosis of anemia or other potential cause(s) for the decrease in RBCs [19] . The MCH is a calculation of the average concentration of HGB in the blood divided by the total RBC [18] . The RDW is an evaluation of anisocytosis, variation in the size of circulating RBCs [18] , with a high RDW indicative of variation in the size of RBCs and a low RDW indicative of uniform size among RBCs. The MCV is a measure of the average volume of RBCs (i.e., the volume of total RBC divided by total RBC). There is no relationship between anisocytosis and MCV, as variation in the size of RBCs may occur for all values of MCV [18] . Tomita et al. [20] reported that a 2-year dietary treatment with p,p'-DDT resulted in microcytic anemia in rats as supported by significant decreases in HCT, HGB, RBC, MCV, and MCH after 12-weeks of treatment and significant decreases in HCT, HGB, MCV, and MCH after 26, 52, and 78 weeks of treatment. As shown in Table 2 (male) and Table 3 (female) , there were no statistically significant changes reported in rats in either RBC or HGB at any of the doses tested, as well as in MCV or MCHC, supporting that the changes in MCH and RDW alone are not indicative of anemia or of toxicological significance in this study.
To further support that the statistically significant MCH and RDW changes are not of toxicological concern, the values were compared against the historical control range values for PSL. The statistically significant increase in the MCH for Group 4 male rats of 18.2 ± 0.7 pg was within the historical control range values of 15.3-21.5 pg and equivalent to the historical control mean of 18.2 pg (N = 502). The statistically significant decrease in RDW for Group 4 males of 11.9 ± 0.5% was within the historical control range values of 11.1-35.8% (mean of 13.3%; N = 502). Similarly, in the Group 3 and Group 4 females, the respective statistically significant decreases in RDW of 11.3 ± 0.4% and 11.4 ± 0.5% were within the historical control range values of 10.1-13.3% (mean of 11.6%; N = 498). The absolute spleen weight, spleen-to-body weight ratio, and spleen-to-brain weight ratio were statistically significantly decreased in Group 4 female rats only. According to the board-certified clinical pathologist, the changes in spleen weight, spleen-to-body weight ratio, and spleen-to-brain weight ratio were not considered to be adverse because they did not have a corresponding statistically significant change in clinical pathology values or a histopathological or clinical sign correlate [17] . Therefore, these changes were not considered toxicologically significant.
In Group 2 and Group 4 male rats, a statistically significant decrease in ANEU was recorded. This change was not observed in female rats in any of the dose groups. The total blood cell counts in the Group 2 and Group 4 males were unchanged and there were no histopathological effects or a dose-response relationship observed. Further, the ANEU Table 7 Summary of mean terminal body and organ weights in female rats (93 days relative to start date).
